
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Notes  
Dog River and Garrow’s Bend Watershed Management Plan 

 
November 17, 2016 5:30-7:15 pm 
Hancock Bank, 25 West 1-65 Service Road North 
Mobile County, Alabama 
 
Member Agencies/Organizations Present: 

Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Randy Shaneyfelt 
City of Mobile, Ray Richardson 
Dog River Clearwater Revival, Bruce Coldsmith 
Dog River Clearwater Revival, Debi Foster 
Dog River Clearwater Revival, Mimi Fearn 
GMC, Brandon Bias 
GMC, Dina Knight 
GMC, Lee Walters 
Hancock Bank, Robbie Baker 
MAWSS, Barbara Shaw 
MAWSS, Doug Cote 
MAWSS, Cal Clark 
Mobile Baykeeper, Cade Kistler 
Mobile Bay NEP, Christian Miller 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Patric Harper 
 
Meeting Discussions: 

I. MAWWS presentation on sanitary sewer overflows (SSO) measures to address the 
issue are as follows: 

1. Halls Mill Lift Station  
i. This severe weather attenuation basin (SWAB) in the bidding process by 

January 2017 and projected completion by 2018. 
2. Eslava Trunk Sewer 

i. A severe weather attenuation tank (SWAT) and a SWAB implementation 
with a tentative completion date of June 31, 2019. 

ii. Trunk sewer capacity increase with a tentative completion date of June 
31, 2019. 

3. Capacity increase of branch lines is also planned  
4. Master Planning beginning in 2016 to evaluate I/I program, identify short and 

long term capital needs, and to pursue fiscal policy to address priority capital 
needs for overall sewer system improvement 

5. Williams WWTP upgrades to be completed by February of 2018. 



 
II. Watershed Management Plan Goals and Objectives  

1. Improve water quality by addressing sediment, trash, nutrients, and pathogens 
2. Protect and restore critical habitats to support good water quality and healthy 

populations of fish and wildlife 
3. Improve resiliency to address habitat migration and increased flooding and 

critical infrastructure 
4. Improve access with additional water access locations, access signage, 

interpretive historic and cultural themes signage, and guides to local waterways 
and access 

 
III. Management Objectives 

1. To improve water quality: 
i. Reduce sediment rates in increments of 25% until no more than 1.5 times 

the estimated background geologic erosion rate. 
ii. Reduce trash: a preliminary goal of reducing trash recovery tonnages by 

50% over 10-years can be established. 
iii. Implement stormwater runoff management techniques that mimic natural 

systems to reduce runoff. 
iv. A reduction of concentrations until they are within the good to fair range 

90% of the time. 
v. Reductions to the bacteria counts to be less than ADEM’s standards for 

Fish and Wildlife Coastal Maximum and Swimming Coastal Maximum 
90% of the time. 

2. To protect and restore critical habitats: 
i. Acquire 1,000 acres of existing natural wetlands and ecologically 

significant land 
ii. Restore over 2,000 linear feet of streams 
iii. Employ living shoreline techniques to 3,000 linear feet of shorelines 

3. To improve resiliency: 
i. Acquire at least 50% of the 95 acres of land identified for habitat 

migration 
ii. Develop an adaptation action area designation for low-lying zones that 

may experience flooding due to high tides, storm surge, and that are 
vulnerable to the impacts of sea level rise 

4. To improve access: 
i. Add at least three new access points 
ii. Improve access points through signage and mapping 
iii. Increase interpretative signage on historic and cultural themes 
iv. Develop boater’s guide to highlight local waterways and access point 

 
IV. Management Measures 

1. Preservation of remaining natural wetlands and critical habitat 
i. Improving biodiversity, and overall water quality and environmental 

stability of the greater Dog River Watershed 
ii. Preserving natural vegetation increases nutrient uptake, infiltration, and 

absorption, therefore reducing nonpoint source pollution 
iii. Support Mobile Bay Shore Habitat Conservation and Acquisition Initiative 

in their goal to preserve 300 acres 
iv. Identify potential areas to preserve that contain wetlands and critical 

habitat 



2. Stormwater management and Low Impact Development (LID) 
i. Implementing stormwater management practices to reduce stormwater 

runoff and increase infiltration of stormwater into the ground 
ii. Implementing LID retrofit techniques in an urban-dominated watershed 
iii. Examples of application techniques and locations were presented 

3. Stream restoration application techniques and locations example were presented 
4. Stream buffer application techniques and locations example were presented 

i. Stream buffer zoning 50-100 feet 
5. Invasive species control of the following species: Upland species: Chinese privet, 

Chinese tallowtree, kudzu, cogongrass Eurasian watermilfoil, esthwaite 
waterweed, duckweeds, and cattail. 

6. Decrease trash in the Estuary  
i. Installation of additional litter traps on Bolton Branch (in progress) and 

Moore Creek are top priorities. 
ii. Installation in the remaining arteries: Halls Mill Creek, Second Creek, 

Milkhouse Creek, Rabbit Creek, Rattlesnake Bayou, and Alligator Bayou. 
iii. Installation of additional catch basin filters 
iv. Installation of stormwater pipe screens 
v. Implement Litter Reduction Program 

1. Deposit for litter 
2. Charge for shopping bag 
3. Educate the public 
4. Public Service Announcements – large campaign coming in March 

or May, 2017 
vi. Volunteer clean-ups 

7. Reduce pathogens/bacteria in the waterways 
i. Predominantly from SSO’s 

1. MAWSS SWAT and SWAB plans and implementation 
2. MAWSS main capacity increase plans 
3. MAWSS Master Plan to update the aging infrastructure 
4. MAWSS treatment facility - Williams WWTP – upgrades 

8. Promote Living Shorelines 
i. Implement soft (green) solutions 

1. Promote LIDs in the 100-year flood 
9. Improve resiliency 

i. Protect areas vulnerable to sea level rise and storm surge  
ii. Plan for habitat migration 
iii. Develop Adaptation strategy 

1. Adaptation Planning Strategy has been in use  
a. in the State of Florida for many years: 
b. Protection 
c. Accommodation – altered design measures (e.g.: 

stormwater improvement) 
d. Retreat 

10. Improve Access 
i. Improve public access to coastal resources 

a. At least 6 new locations 
ii. Interpretive signage and historic markers 

a. Historic sources: John Sledge and Cart Blackwell  
iii. Guide to local waterways 
iv. Trails, parks, and other recreational support 


