
SUBMERGED AQUATIC VEGETATION  (SAV) 
Maintain existing native Submerged Aquatic Vegetation 
(SAVs) at 2001 levels and increase acreage by 3% of 
known areas where native SAVs occur by 2006. 
 

NATURAL SHORELINES, BEACHES AND DUNES 
Protect existing natural shoreline, beach and dune 
habitat  and restore previously altered habitats, where 
feasible, including the rehabilitation of altered shoreline 
by 1000 feet per year. 
 

HABITAT MANAGEMENT 

The Habitat Management Workgroup of the Mobile Bay NEP developed five sub-objectives and seven 
Action Plans to reach the Management Conference objective. Sub-objectives focused on areas of Habitat 
Preservation, SAV, Coastal Wetlands, Natural Shorelines, Beaches and Dunes, and Nesting Habitat. 
The following schematic shows how the items are related: 
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COASTAL WETLANDS 
Maintain and protect all types of 
coastal wetlands within the MBNEP 
study area (including quality, 
function, and value) and increase 
acreage by 5% of those types that 
have declined, by 2006. 
 

HABITAT PRESERVATION  
Protect, enhance, restore, and manage 
valuable public lands and work with 
private property owners to accomplish 
habitat protection goals on important 
privately held lands, including the 
acquisition of 15 additional high 
priority sites by 2009 through 
purchase or through other instru-
ments such as easements.  

NESTING HABITAT 
Maintain and protect nesting habitat 
for colonial and migratory birds and 
reduce declines in nesting habitat 
due to human disturbance and 
alteration. 

HM-A1 
Identify and prioritize 
sites of particular 
sensitivity, rarity, or 
value in the Mobile Bay 
NEP area for potential 
acquis i t ion and/or 
restoration, maximizing 
the contributions of 
existing preservation 
and management sites 
and the capabilities of 
a l l  agencies  and 
organizations involved 
in these programs. 
Deve lop  a  non -
regulatory, incentive-
based program for 
habitat restoration, 
management ,  and  
protection, utilizing a 
multi-species approach.   

HM-B1 
Protect or restore 
SAV habitats within 
the Mobile Bay 
estuary.  

HM-C1 
M a i n t a i n  a n d / o r 
improve beneficial 
wet land funct ions 
w i th in  ind i v idua l  
watersheds of the 
Mobile Bay NEP area 
by a) reducing the loss 
in quality and quantity 
of existing wetlands, b) 
preparing a strategic 
mitigation plan for 
coastal Alabama and c) 
restoring degraded 
marsh habitats. 

HM-E1 
Prevent the decline in 
nesting habitat for 
colonial and migratory 
birds due to human 
d i s t u rbance  and  
alterations.  

HM-D1 
Reduce the loss of 
beach and dune habitat 
through development of 
coastal regulations that 
examine projects for 
impacts on beach and 
dune habitat. 

HM-D2 
Determine the impacts 
of dredging activities 
and disposal practices 
on natural beach 
erosion processes and 
develop alternative 
dredge material disposal 
techniques to improve 
shoreline areas 

HM-D3 
Research the extent of 
shoreline erosion due 
to boat wakes and 
other factors and 
reduce the loss of bay/
sound/bayou intertidal 
h a b i t a t  d u e  t o 
bulkheading and the 
impacts of bulkheads. 
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