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Dauphin Island Sea Lab

Our mission…
Serve the general public, all levels of government and the 
education community… by improving ocean literacy and 
providing the best available science for coastal policy….

Chartered by the state in the 1970s to 
avoid duplication of programs

Focus – coastal science



Why
CAMEO?

• Need for long term 
data
– Tropicalization
– Oil spill impacts
– Hurricanes
– Eutrophication
– multiple stressors

• Population dynamics 
of fisheries reflect 
these impacts

Monitoring programs – difficult to fund
Sampling is $$



Casey & Myers. 1998. Science.



Tropicalization



Discovery Hall Programs at DISL

• Teach field based classes to K-12 students
• Classes include a research vessel cruise
• For last 5 yrs - avg 140 boat trips per yr
• If…

– students do not have time or skills to collect data needed in 
time allotted

– Data collection cannot detract from educational purpose of 
vessel trip (meeting educational standards)

• Need trained citizen scientists on board

We need you !



Good news and bad news…

• But not quite yet…, the bad news…
– Due to COVID, we have suspended the program, 

not currently conducting boat trips for students
– Hope to start up again in the fall

• Good news…
– Plenty of time to consider getting involved
– Time to sign up for Fall training dates



To find out more…

• https://www.disl.org/research/cameo-
citizen-science-program

• Criteria
– on webpage – 1° interest, mobility…
– Need not know the fishes…

• Upcoming training sessions
– Register thru google form, or email us

• cameo@disl.edu
– Does not obligate you to participate

https://www.disl.org/research/cameo-citizen-science-program


What ‘fish’ do we sample?
All the ‘fish’ in 

the bay

The ‘fish’ well 
sampled by 

the trawl

The ‘fish’ we can 
quickly and 
accurately 

identify

The ‘fish’ that 
will ‘tell’ us 
something



Training materials…



Thank you for your time…

Email us with any questions.
Keep us in mind for your fall.


	A new citizen science program at DISL
	Slide Number 2
	Why�CAMEO?
	Slide Number 4
	Tropicalization
	Discovery Hall Programs at DISL
	Good news and bad news…
	To find out more…
	What ‘fish’ do we sample?
	Training materials…
	Thank you for your time…

