
A Proposal to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation for 
funding through the Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund: 

Coastal Alabama Restoration  
Program- Phase I 

 

 



MBNEP, guided by the Science Advisory and Project Implementation committees, will produce 
high-resolution maps of Alabama’s coastal habitats, including SAV, to determine types, 
conditions, and areal extent; develop comprehensive watershed management plans for 

priority intertidal watersheds, and develop a habitat restoration plan coupling data from maps 
with recommendations from CWMPs to prioritize restoration and conservation activities. 
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at higher resolution to update 
and improve the Habitat 
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accurate location data for 
coastal AL habitats 

Å Field surveys will be used to 
validate boundaries and collect 
biological data. 

ÅWetland-upland boundaries 
will be delineated, and wetland 
systems will be categorized as 
“good,” “fair,” or “poor.” 
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methods. 

Å Create ESRI polygon coverage in 
ArcView GIS and visually assess 
polygons. 

Å Perform field surveys to determine 
species composition and bed 
density 

Å Compare distribution to 2002 and 
2009 SAV mapping projects. 
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Task Three:  Develop 
Comprehensive Watershed 
Management Plans conforming to 
EPA’s nine key elements for seven 
priority watersheds to: 
Å Improve WQ to support healthy 

populations of fish/shellfish. 
Å Improve habitats to support 

them. 
Å Protect continued uses of 

biological resources  
Å Improve watershed resiliency to 

SLR and climate change. 
Å Expand opportunities for access 

to promote long-term 
stewardship and protection. 
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Wolf Bay Watershed (Sandy, Miflin, Graham, Perdido Pass FGOM)
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Urban Land Use Land Cover

Wolf Bay (Graham, 

Bayou, Mifflin Creek, Sandy 
Creek, and Perdido Pass/ 
Frontal Gulf of Mexico) 
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Å Use updated Habitat Mapper and spatial 

database and GIS layers to guide ecosystem 
restoration and conservation planning. 

Å Identify degraded habitats and priority 
watersheds with potential to be restored 
cost-effectively to improve condition and 
water quality. 

Å Calculate Landscape Development Indices to 
estimate potential impacts from human uses 
to help identify most- and least-disturbed  
habitats. 

Å Develop restoration strategies that focus on 
actions that reduce upstream sediments, 
nutrient, and pollutant inputs to reduce 
loadings and remediate effects of land-use 
disturbances. 


