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A healthy bay is important to our quality of life



A healthy bay is important to our economy



Many bay habitats depend on good water quality



Our watersheds…
• Over 85% urbanized
• Remaining natural lands are 

in parks, preserves, and 
agriculture.

• Open land is needed to 
absorb and filter water 
running off the watershed. 

• Loss of these lands causes 
water to rush toward the 
coast and can have adverse 
impacts on water quality, 
habitat, and animal 
populations. 
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Across the bay, healthier conditions 
during the reference period.  Better 
water quality, less macroalgae, ca. 30% 
increase in seagrass

During the degraded period, worse 
water quality, more macroalgae, and 
ca. 30% seagrass loss

Despite Piney Point in 2021, Hurricane 
Ian and Tropical Storm Nicole in 2022, 
evidence of im proving condit ions

Ecosystem Health Report Card

Reference 
period

Degraded 
period

Improving
trends





Sarasota Bay is no longer 
“impaired” for nutrients 

(FDEP, 2023) 



Second biggest increase in 30 years



Most of the increase is recovery from prior losses



Wildlife benefits of substantial increase in 
seagrass acreage
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