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“Understanding Your Watershed”




Watershed Planning Goals
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OLF BAY WATERSHED DETAILS




Understanding Wolf Bay Watershed
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Understanding Wolf Bay Watershed




LITERATURE REVIEW




Focuses of Water Quality Research




Sediment




Sediment (cont.)




Water Chemistry




Water Chemistry (cont.)




Conclusions




GROUP PARTICIPATION




IDENTIFY HOT SPOTS
ON THE MAPS




Potential Management Actions




Potential Management Actions




BIG GROUP
BRAINSTORMING



WHAT IS THE MISSION? WHAT ARE THE ISSUES TO BE
ADDRESSED?

[
I
|

"

f

Identity and Prioritize




WHAT MANAGEMENT WHERE ARE THE BMPS NEEDED?
ACTIONS ARE DESIRED?
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Identity and Prioritize




SMALL GROUPS
GAMESTORMING
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§ PREP  PRACTICAL  PITFALLS

CONCERNS


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose - WHY ARE WE DEVELOPING A PLAN?
Product - WHAT DO WE HOPE TO PRODUCE?
People - WHO ARE THE PLAYERS TO MAKE IT HAPPEN?
Prep - What can we do in advance of plan implementation?
Pitfalls  - WHAT ARE THE RISKS?
Practical concerns – Funding/ ordinances/logistics of plan implementation/ timeline/ accountability
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EX: WBWW EX: Continue Monitoring

EX: City of Foley EX: Acquire X acres for Conservation

EX: Graham Creek Preserve EX: Embrace the Gulf Festival in Year 2020







SC’s Desired Goals of Our Plan




SC’s Specifics Addressed




SC’ere_ii_red Educational Measures




T HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED?




Small Meetings




Watershed Planning
Wolf Bay Watershed

What is a Watershed?

A watershed is an area of land where the water within it flows to
a common point such as a lake, stream, river, bay, or estuary. A
properly functioning watershed provides water quality, wildlife
habitat, and protects homes and businesses from flooding. We
all live in a watershed, and we all play a role in protecting ouwr
watershed.

What is a Healthy Watershed?
A healthy watershed is one in which natural land cover supports:

The natural processes of hydrology across the landscape,
Habitat that supports nafive wildlife both on the land and in the
water, and

Water guality conditions that support healthy biclogical
communifies.

Benefits of a Healthy Watershed
Healthy watersheds provide many imporfant functions including:

Muirient cycling,

Carbon storage,
Erosion/sedimentation coniral,
Biological diversity,

Soil formation,

Wildlife movement corridors, :
Water storage, o Toulk Bies¥ixlandin
Water filtration, = = =
Flood control,

Food,

Timber,

Recreation,

Reduced vulnerability to invasive species, and

Reduced effects of climate change and other natural disasters.

Tips to Improve Your Watershed

When we each do our part on a small scale, we can have a major impact on our watershed. The EPA offers tips on how you can help
keep your watershed clean and healthy.

Conserve water every day. Take shorter showers, fix leaks & turn off the water when not in use.
Dion't pour toccic househald chemicals down the drain; fake them to a8 hazardous waste center.
Use hardy plants that require litfle or no watenng, fertilizers or pestcides in your yard.

Recycle yard waste in a compost pile & use a mulching mower.

Use surfaces like wood, brick or gravel for decks & walkways; allows rain to soak in & not runoff.
Mever pour used oil or antifreeze into the storm draim or the street.

Pick up after your pet. and dispose of the waste in the toilet or the trash.

Drrive less - walk or bike: many pollutants in ocur waters come from car exhaust and car leaks.

Watershed Planning
Wolf Bay Watershed

What Can You Do to Help?

Please complete the survey at
hitps:/www surveymonkey.com/r/WolfBay

Wolf Bay Facts and Figures:

-

Wolf Bay is located on the Gulf of Mexico in Baldwin
County, Alabama nestled hetween Perdido Bay to the east
and Mobile Bay fo the West.

Wolf Bay is an estuary where freshwater and saltwater mix
to create a diverse environment that fosters a rich array of
plant and animal life.

The Wolf Bay watershed covers about 44,700 acres,
which is approximately 23% forest, 27% urban/suburban,
27% agricultural, 16% wetlands and 7% other uses.

Sireams that flow into Wolf Bay include Wolf Creek, Sandy
Creek, Milfin Creek, Graham Creek, Owens Bayou,
Moccasin Bayou, and Hammock Creek. \Wolf Bay, in furn,
flows into the Infracoastal Waterway, which flows into either
Perdidio Bay or Mobile Bay, depending on the moon, wind,
and tide, and uliimately into the Gulf of Mexico.

Wolf Bay and its watershed hosts a tremendous diversity
of habitats including bald eagles, Florida manatees, sea
turtles, Gulf sturgeons, red-cockaded woodpeckers,
American alligators, Alabama red-bellied turiles and
Eastern indigo snakes.

The watershed is undergoing dramatic changes as forested
and agricultural lands are converted into residential and
commercial developments.

The Wolf Bay \Watershed Watch (WBWW) formed in 1998
and tests water quality.

WBWW volunteer monitors have taken approximately
2 500 water quality samples at 44 sites.

Steps in the
Watershed Planning Process

Build partnerships

Characterize your watershed

Finalize goals and identify solutions
Design an implementation program
Implement the watershed plan

Measure progress and make adjustmenis

Sources:
Mobile Bay National Estuary Program
www mobilebaynep comfhe_ watershedsiwoll_bay_watershed/

Environmental Protection Agency
hitps /fwww epa gow/hwp

The Mature Conssrvancy
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RVEY MONKEY RESULTS




survey Monkey Exercise



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WolfBay

Responders

n/a
26%

10+ yrs
49%

1-5 yrs
17%




Condition of Watershed

- - Poor Excellent
4%

7% [ E—

Fair
35%

@ Excellent @Good M@ Fair @ Poor




Rank Watershed Issues
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Habitat Protection, 4.58

7 Public Access, 2.86
Invasive Species, 3.19

Water Quality, 6.13 |

Erosion/Sediment, 5.49
Stormwater, 5.94




Use of Watershed

Canoeing
2% Shrimiping
12%
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Industrial
3%

Farming
3%

Recreation
59%

@ Other

@ Canoeing @ Shrimiping M@ Recreation MEFarming O Industrial







How can Recreational
__Opportunities be Improved?




Would You Use a Public Access
_ Point if One was Provided?




Prioritize Management Actions

Stream Restoration, 5.76 = Litter Traps, 4.55

Public Access, 3.47

Nutrient Reduction, 4.26 »
Invasive Species Control,
3.79

Stream Buffers, 5.26 Living Shorelines, 5.61

Land Preservation, 6.53

Regional Detention, 6.11

O Nutrient Reduction O Public Access O Stream Restoration




Top Six Management
Actiens Desired




Support of Funding

— Funding = .
3% —
=1

Municipal Bonds =
25(%) fr—— —-_ ;3

Unsure
26%

Permit or User Fee

New Revenues
26%

20%

O Permit or User Fee @ New Revenues @ Unsure @ Would not support any Funding @

@ Municipal Bonds




How Will You Participate?

Other

" 4% T N ~ Volunteer Water _
. . + — —
Serve on a Committee to Moglltgrmg '_____'_=1:_?— =
Implement © —
19%
Local Watershed Group
26%
Clean-Up
30%

@ Volunteer Water Monitoring @ Local Watershed Group B Clean-Up B Serve on a Committee to Implement EOther @



Would You Attend Educational
_ Workshops if Provided?




survey Monkey Highlights




survey Monkey Highlights
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survey Monkey Highlights




SO what do these results tell us?




|

Path Forward...




Questions?

.
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